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ainting
ony has
a brush

Artistic equine will
produce art for an
auction that will
help Chincoteague
ponies in the wild

By LAUREN MCCORMACK
Special to the Local News

NEWLIN — Kyley DiLuigi
didn’t know what to do with
wild-born Chincoteague pony
Minnow when she began
training him six years ago.

She tried to ride him, but
he was too rough with her.

She tried to get him used to
people, but his abusive past
made him terrified of almost
everything.

DiLuigi was ready to give
up on the horse after two
years of training him, and
then she found a book about
teaching horses tricks using
the clicker method.

And as soon as Minnow
learned that first trick — giv-
ing DiLuigi a kiss — every-
thing else fell into place.

“He learned it so fast and
after that wanted to learn
more and more,” she said.

Minnow’s accelerated
learning curve soon left Di-
Luigi with no more tricks to
teach him — until she spotted
some painting supplies she
was using at the time as an
art major at the University of
Delaware.

And so, on Jan. 5, 2007,
Minnow picked up his first
paint brush and began a ca-
reer as a storied artist.

“It was rewarding because
it was an accumulation of ev-
erything I had been working
on with him,” DiLuigi said.
“He can create this wonder-
ful thing as a release of his
past almost. It's a therapy al-
most like, I was in this sad
situation but now I'm happy
and can create something
out of this almost.”

Minnow was born in 1993
into a band of wild horses on
Assateague Island and was
rounded up and auctioned
off as a colt.

‘“'m not sure where he

4 See PAINT, Page A4
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Staff photos
by Kali Wallace

Above, Kyley DiLuigi
holds a canvas while
her Chincoteague
pony Minnow paints
at Iron Horse Farm
in Newlin.

Minnow began
learning to paint

in January 2007.

At right,

Katie Parker, 8,

and Tea Clark, 11,
hold up their
pony-painted
T-shirts as

they wait for the
shirts to dry.
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